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SEXUAL OFFENCE LAWS — CONSENT — REVIEW 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.06 pm]: I rise to inform the house about two upcoming 
reviews into Western Australia’s sexual offence laws and the legal concept of consent. These concurrent reviews 
will examine several issues relating to sexual offending to ensure that laws and practices deliver just outcomes to 
victim–survivors in Western Australia, as well as reflect community expectations. 

I have tasked the Law Reform Commission of WA with reviewing the sexual offence laws in the Criminal Code 
to provide advice on possible amendments to enhance these provisions. The commission will consider whether 
there is any need for reform, including specifically to the law of consent. This will involve examining whether the 
concept of affirmative consent should be reflected in the legislation; how mistakes and knowledge of consent 
should be dealt with under the law; how consent may be vitiated, including through coercion, fraud or deception—
for example, through stealthing; and whether “special verdicts” should be implemented. The commission’s 
recommendations will be provided in its final report, due on 1 July 2023. 

The Department of Justice will also review the response of the criminal justice system to sexual offences, having 
regard to the entire process from the reporting of an offence to the release of the offender from custody. In 
conducting its review, the department will consider the experience of adult victim–survivors in the criminal justice 
system, factors that contribute to the under-reporting of sexual offences and the attrition of those who do report 
through the formal legal process, and alternative procedures for responding to sexual offence complaints—for 
example, restorative justice processes. The department will provide its recommendations by 1 May 2024. 

I would like to thank the commission and the department for undertaking this task. I look forward to considering 
the outcomes of these reviews. 
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